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SUMMIT
The 6th World ESG Summit & Awards is taking place on 29–30 September 2025 in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, organized by Gulf Xellence. This global gathering brings 
together leaders, policymakers, and ESG professionals to exchange insights, 
share experiences, and explore practical solutions that drive sustainable growth 
and responsible business practices.

Over two days, the program will address important themes in Environmental, 
Social, and Governance (ESG). Key topics include renewable energy, sustainable 
finance, ESG reporting, climate action, circular economy, and responsible gover-
nance. With participation from industries such as energy, construction, finance, 
technology, and agriculture, the summit creates an open space for dialogue 
and collaboration across different sectors.

The event also reflects Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, which places strong emphasis 
on renewable energy, social development, and long-term sustainability. Hosting 
the summit in Riyadh highlights the Kingdom’s growing role in shaping the global 
sustainability agenda and its commitment to building a resilient and inclusive 
future.

In addition to discussions, the summit provides a platform for building networks, 
exchanging knowledge, and encouraging partnerships that can translate ideas 
into real-world solutions. Together, the conversations and connections made 
here aim to strengthen the global ESG movement.

About

www.worldesgsummit.com
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DAY 1 – ESG SUMMIT RIYADH 2025

Time Topic

08:00 – 09:00 Registration & Networking

09:00 – 09:10 Opening Remarks by Chairperson

09:10 – 09:25

09:25 – 09:40 Alfonso Senatore, Sustainability Senior Vice President at the Sports
Boulevard Foundation (SBF)
Presentation: A Legacy for People and Planet: Sports Boulevard’s
Journey in ESG Transparency and Action

Dr. Mohammed Alshafie, Group Director of Infrastructure &
Sustainability at AJi Group
Presentation: From Measurement to Action: Embedding ESG in
Design & Infrastructure for Net-Zero Goals.

Presentation: Driving Sustainable Value: Leveraging the Corporate
Sustainability Assessment for Business Growth

Patil Mesrobian, Head of Commercial for MEA Sustainability
Solutions at S&P Global Sustainable1

Partnering for Purpose: How ESG Champions Move Beyond Compliance

Melvin Gillett, General Manager, Middle East and Africa at Achilles
Information Limited

Presentation: How Novisto empowers leading organizations in the
Middle East to transform sustainability into business resilience

09:40 – 09:55 Charles Assaf, CEO at Novisto

Ahmed Mohammed Ajabnoor, General Secretary, Sustainability
Council at the Ministry of Industry and Mineral Resources, Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia
Presentation: ESG in Industry and mining

09:55 – 10:10 Coffee & Networking Break

10:10 – 10:55 Panel Discussion: Sustainable Energy Transformation – Balancing
Economic Growth & Environmental Responsibility. Exploring Saudi
Arabia’s green strategy, clean energy investments, and
sustainable economic competitiveness.

10:55 – 11:10

11:10 – 11:30

11:30 – 11:45

Naif B. Alqahtani, Carbon Credit Program Lead, National Centre for
Vegetation Cover Development and Combating Desertification (NCVC) 

Moderator:

· Abdulrahman Bamalan, COO at Mukatafa
· Samar AlAmro, Managing Director Corporate Services & 
  Sustainability/ GM-Regional Head Quarter Accenture, Middle East
· Alaa Abdulaal, Chief of Digital Economy Intelligence at Digital
  Cooperation Organization (DCO)

Panelists:

Continue on next page
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DAY 1 – ESG SUMMIT RIYADH 2025

Time Topic

14:00 – 14:45

14:45 – 15:00

15:00 – 15:10

15:10 – 15:25

Presentation by Cognitud
Abhigyan Gupta, Associate Partner at Cognitud

Presentation: Environmental Stewardship in Petrochemicals &
Manufacturing, Reducing Impact Through Innovation

Atiq Bajwa- Chief Risk Officer, Sulaiman Alrajhi Holding

Presentation: Circular Economies and Regenerative Business
Models: ESG’s Next Frontier

Mirza Salim Baig, Executive Director at EFSIM Facilities
Management Company

Panel Discussion: The Future of ESG in Financial Institutions –
Enabling Growth through Innovative Finance. ESG-linked bonds,
risk models, and sustainable investment strategies.

Neil Atkinson, Senior Vice President, Head of ESG & Sustainability
at Riyad Bank

Moderator:

· Venty Mulani, Sustainability Lead at Bloomberg LP
· Vishal Goel, Director, ESG at Earthood

Panelists:

Ksenia Lopatkina, Director, Sustainability & ESG at Fanda
Presentation: The era of real ESG: pragmatic strategies for
business. Adapt or fall behind. 

Khaled Chebaro, Country Director for KSA at Yellow Door Energy
Presentation: Decarbonizing C&I Sector in Saudi Arabia: Solar
Leasing for Businesses

Huda Aldabal, Mechanical Engineer at Aramco
Presentation: Resilient and Smart Cities: Integrating ESG,
Infrastructure, and Technology: The Aramco Stadium Project.

11:45 – 12:20 Panel Discussion: Beyond Compliance – Unlocking Business
Value & Trust through ESG Reporting. Aligning with global
standards, enhancing transparency, & building investor confidence

12:20 – 12:35

12:35 – 12:45

12:45 – 12:55

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch & Prayer Break

Abdullah Al Ghamdi, Senior Governance Consultant
Moderator:

· Maryam Ficociello- Chief Governance Officer at Red Sea Global
· Ali Shaker, Head of Sustainability at The Zubair Corporation
· Fiona Symes, Chief Operating Officer at KAUST

Panelists:

Continue on next page
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DAY 1 – ESG SUMMIT RIYADH 2025

Time Topic

15:25 – 16:00

Closing Remarks & Awards16:00 - 16:30

Panel Discussion: Pioneering Sustainable Industry – Circular
Economy Across Manufacturing & Retail. Strategies for reducing
waste, promoting sustainable sourcing, and optimizing resource
use across industries.

Adnan Rafique Ahmed, Executive Director | Certified Lead Trainer
at Smart Irtekaz

Moderator:

· Sultan Faden, VP at SPSA
· Saif Farid Enany, Corporate Affairs & Sustainability Manager.
  Nestlé KSA, Oman & Bahrain
· Dr. Reem Al Turki, CEO at Softlanding- Startups House & MENA
  partner of WWG

Panelists:
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DAY 2 – ESG SUMMIT RIYADH 2025

Time Topic

08:00 – 09:00 Registration & Networking

09:00 – 09:10 Opening Remarks by Chairperson

09:10 – 09:20

09:20 – 09:35

09:35 – 09:45 Dr. Flavio Alzueta Bosarich, Sustainable Food Supply & ESG,
Director at Topian, The Food Company of NEOM
Presentation:  Beyond the Label: ESG, Integrity, and Strategic
Value in the Food Industry

Ahmed AlShaqsi- General Manager of Strategy & Sustainability
(ESG) at Nama Electricity Distribution Company (NDEC)
Presentation: Driving ESG Strategy in Power Utilities: A Roadmap
for Sustainable Impac

Dr. Mohammed Fouad- Business Excellence Director at
Riyadh Cement
Presentation: From Legacy to Leadership: Empowering Sustainable
Industrial Shift through ESG & Industry 4.0

Presentation by ECS
Afsar Ahmed Mohammed Co-Founder & Director at ECS-
Environmental Compliance Services

Reserved

Presentation: From Reporting to ROI: Quantifying ESG Impact
09:45 – 09:55 Jangoo Dalal, Co-Founder & CEO at Goveva

Presentation: Embedding ESG into Financial Strategy
Ismat Abu Shihab, Head of Strategy at Kaplan

09:55 – 10:15 Coffee & Networking Break

10:15 – 11:00 Panel Discussion: Future ESG Leadership – Corporate Responsibility,
Governance & Stakeholder Engagement. Embedding ESG into
strategy and measuring long-term business value.

11:00 – 11:10

11:10 – 11:20

11:20– 11:30

Omar Zayed, Senior Sustainability Manager – KSA & Africa at
Schneider Electric

Moderator:

· Fozan AlFozan, Environment & Sustainability Director, at Matarat
· Hamad Alkaltham, Sustainability & Social Investment Expert
· Fadi Al-Shihabi, Partner, Sustainability Solution at KPMG

Panelists:

Continue on next page



Presentation: Decarbonization at Scale: How ESG is Rewiring Real
Estate, Energy, and Manufacturing

ESG SUMMIT RIYADH 2025

Time Topic

13:00 – 14:00

14:00 – 14:15

14:15 – 14:30

14:30 Closing Remarks

Presentation: Working with Nature, Not Against It: How ESG Leaders
Can Turn Agricultural Crisis Into Opportunity

Dr. Orn Supahol- Chief Technical Officer at Saudi Desert Control

Reserved for
Javeria Asad- Mechanical Engineer | HVAC Technical Sales
Manager | Speaker | Optimism Coach | Author | Trainer

Avinash Kumar- President ESG, Earthood

Lunch & Prayer Break

www.worldesgsummit.com

11:30 – 12:10 Panel Discussion: Financing the Net Zero Transition – Positioning
Saudi Arabia as a Global Green Finance Hub. Exploring climate
finance tools, investment trends, and ESG capital flows.

12:10 – 12:20

12:20 – 13:00

Layla El Wafi - ESG legal & Senior Advisor
Moderator:

· Dr. Mohamed Tawfik – Sustainability Innovator & Healthcare
  Marketing & Sales Leader, Inventor of the GIDC Model & Author
  of the GIDC Book
· Erik Ringvold, Chief Business Development Officer at VCM
· Gihan Hyde, CEO at Saafah Foundation

Panelists:

Panel Discussion: The Path to a Sustainable Future – Integrating
ESG, Technology, and Policy. Collaboration across sectors for
digital transformation and ESG acceleration.

Khaloud Al Khaliqi, Sr Manager, Social Impact Measurements
at Red Sea Global & Deputy Chair of Taayeed 

Moderator:

· Eyad Sallam- Corporate QHSE Director at Ayar International
  Contracting
· Dr Orn Supaphol, Chief Technical Officer at Saudi
  Desert Control
· Wasay Mumtaz, Pre sales Growth Office Program Director
  at Solutions by STC

Panelists:

DAY 2 – ESG SUMMIT RIYADH 2025



Cognitud is a global sustainability consulting firm headquartered in India, with offices in the UK, 
USA, and UAE. We work with organizations worldwide to integrate sustainability and ESG princi-
ples into their operations, empowering them to become not just compliant but truly climate-re-
silient, socially responsible, and future-ready. At Cognitud, we believe that sustainability is a 
competitive imperative, which is why we act not just as consultants, but as long-term partners 
in transformation.

Since our inception, we have helped businesses navigate complex environmental regulations, 
emerging climate risks, and rising stakeholder expectations. Our strength lies in delivering 
tailored strategies that are rooted in data, aligned with international sustainability frameworks, 
and designed to unlock long-term value. Whether a company is beginning its ESG journey or 
accelerating toward net zero, Cognitud offers the insights and support needed to achieve mea-
surable outcomes.

ABOUT SPONSORS & PARTNERS

Novisto is the sustainability data management and reporting software of choice for global 
enterprises. By simplifying the process of collecting, auditing, and reporting ESG data, Novisto 
gives sustainability and finance teams the confidence that their disclosures are accurate and 
reliable. The company has been recognized by prominent industry analysts Gartner and Ver-
dantix and is a Deloitte 2024 Technology Fast 50™ program award recipient. 

Founded in Montréal in 2019, Novisto is backed by Inovia, White Star Capital, Diagram Ventures, 
Portage, and SCOR Ventures.

Learn more at https://novisto.com/

AJi Group is the region’s leading architecture, construction, engineering, and consultancy 
services firm, across 13 offices in the region, including four in Saudi Arabia and three in the UAE. 

With sustainability and innovation at the heart of the Group’s strategy, AJi has been a partner in 
delivering ambitious sustainability-centric developments such as the Green Riyadh program for 
urban greening.  AJi Group has a dedicated ‘Eco-Futurism’ vertical that serves all its services and 
has secured several ISO certifications for delivering advanced technology and services essential 
for efficient and sustainable project management. 

With a legacy of over 60 years, a professional team of 1,300 employees across 25 markets, and a 
commitment to shaping the future, AJi Group issued its first GRI-certified ESG report last year, 
showcasing its efforts in enhancing green building designs and fostering an inclusive workplace, 
underpinned by strong governance standards. 

Visit our booth at the 6th edition World ESG Summit, 29-30 September 2025, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Learn more at https://ajigroup.com/

Cognitud on next page



ABOUT SPONSORS & PARTNERS

For more than 30 years, Achilles has protected organisations’ business interests and reputations 
by providing unrivalled levels of supply chain transparency, carbon reduction, and manage-
ment. Operating in the GCC and also from 22 locations worldwide, Achilles is at the forefront of 
the battle against climate change, a champion for social justice and human rights, and an 
expert in health, safety, and risk management. 

Achilles has the economies of scale to provide a global supply chain risk solution that fulfils both 
ESG legislative requirements and enables you to deliver your own ambitious sustainability goals 
at a cost-effective price. Achilles works with market-leading financial, industrial, commercial, 
and governmental organizations requiring the serious, detailed analysis and expert insight nec-
essary to deliver exceptional levels of environmental, social, and governance reporting confi-
dence. 

Committed to supporting the GCC’s innovation-driven economy, Achilles provides supply chain 
due diligence to enable organizations to improve performance, enhance compliance, and meet 
sustainability goals in line with the UAE’s Net-Zero 2025 and Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030.

Learn more at https://www.achilles.com/

Kaplan Middle East and North Africa (MENA) is a part of Kaplan, Inc., a global educational 
services company that helps individuals and institutions advance their goals in an ever-chang-
ing world. Our broad portfolio of solutions helps students and professionals further their educa-
tion and careers, universities and educational institutions attract and support students, and 
businesses maximize employee recruitment, retainment, and development. 

Stanley Kaplan founded our company in 1938 with a mission to expand educational opportuni-
ties for students of all backgrounds. Today, our thousands of employees working in 27 countries 
continue Stanley’s mission as they serve about 1.2 million students and professionals, 15,000 
corporate clients, and 3,300 schools, school districts, colleges, and universities worldwide. For 
more than 20 years, Kaplan has worked closely with businesses, governments, and other part-
ners throughout the Middle East to deliver a wide range of professional training, language skills, 
and university pathway programs, while actively contributing to Government initiatives. Kaplan 
MENA has offices in Riyadh, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Cairo.

Learn more at kaplanmena.com

Our advisory services span the full breadth of sustainability, ranging from carbon accounting, 
science-based target setting, and decarbonization roadmaps to ESG assessments, responsible 
supply chain integration, and transparent sustainability reporting. We work with clients to 
advance circular economy practices, improve biodiversity outcomes, and implement robust 
water management programs. Our cross-functional teams combine technical expertise with 
strategic foresight, ensuring every solution is both actionable and aligned with business goals. 
We support our clients in enhancing brand equity, mitigating risk, attracting sustainable finance, 
and staying ahead of evolving ESG regulations. We design sustainability strategies that are not 
only globally relevant but locally resonant, reflecting regional priorities such as resource stew-
ardship, economic diversification, and social cohesion.

Join us in shaping a world where businesses thrive by doing good. Visit us at our booth to discov-
er how Cognitud can help your organization lead with purpose and impact.

Learn more at https://www.cognitud.com/



ABOUT SPONSORS & PARTNERS

Yellow Door Energy provides sustainable energy solutions for businesses in the Middle East and 
Africa. In Saudi Arabia, we help commercial and industrial companies reduce their energy costs, 
lower carbon emissions, and contribute to the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 and the Net Zero Emissions 
by 2060 Target.

Our solar leasing model offers a zero-capex, turnkey solution that enables companies to adopt 
solar energy without upfront investment. This approach allows businesses to save money, cut 
emissions, and showcase their commitment to sustainability, while we manage the financing, 
design, installation, and operation and maintenance (O&M) of the solar systems.

Globally, Yellow Door Energy has developed over 400 megawatts peak (MWp) of solar projects 
across seven countries. In the Kingdom, we have partnered with five leading companies, includ-
ing SIG and Tamimi Markets, to deliver 10 MWp of solar projects across 13 sites in Dammam, 
Jeddah, and Riyadh.

Our Riyadh-based team of energy experts provides dedicated support to businesses embarking 
on their sustainable energy journey. Backed by our world-class shareholders - Actis, the Inter-
national Finance Corporation (IFC), Mitsui & Co., Ltd., and The Arab Energy Fund (TAEF) - we 
combine international expertise with local presence to deliver reliable, cost-effective, and sus-
tainable energy solutions for Saudi Arabia’s future.

Learn more at https://www.yellowdoorenergy.com/

Facilities Management Company is a leading provider of integrated facilities management 
services across the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. For over 15 years, we have distinguished ourselves 
by providing high-quality services to some of the largest local and international companies.

EFSIM's contract backlog exceeds SAR 3.2 billion, with over 32 million square meters of facility 
space managed across the Kingdom. Our innovative, high-quality services and continuous 
efforts to satisfy our customers are the cornerstones of our reputation.

Our portfolio includes prominent clients ranging from large government agencies to several 
Fortune 500 companies. We provide more than 75 services to specialized sectors such as oil and 
gas, banking, industrial, public sector, education, retail, and mixed-use centres.

Our qualified management and decades of experience, combined with compliance with inter-
national quality standards (QMS-ISO 9001:2015, EMS-ISO 14001:2015, OHSAS 18001:2007, ISO/IEC 
27001:2013), have earned us the trust of major companies in the Kingdom.

Learn more at https://en.efsim.sa/



GovEVA is a full-stack AI-driven ESG Software and Services enterprise founded to accelerate 
responsible business transformation. We combine deep domain expertise with cutting-edge 
digital tools to help organizations manage their environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
performance with measurable impact

Our vision is to be the Sustainability Sherpas for enterprises — guiding them through complex 
ESG terrains with clarity, confidence, and technology-led solutions that deliver lasting value. We 
believe ESG is not a compliance checklist, but a strategic journey. GovEVA provides an integrated 
platform and advisory services to:

• Decode material issues
• Assess ESG maturity and baseline
• Drive carbon and resource efficiency
• Automate sustainability reporting
• Build ESG capabilities across the value chain

Learn more at https://www.goveva.com/

ABOUT SPONSORS & PARTNERS

S&P Global Sustainable1 is your single source of essential sustainability intelligence.

As S&P Global's centralized source for sustainability intelligence, Sustainable1 offers comprehen-
sive coverage across global markets combined with ESG products, insights, and solutions from 
across our divisions to help customers assess risks, uncover opportunities, and inform long-term 
sustainable growth. 

Companies, governments, and institutions worldwide look to us for in-depth data and well-in-
formed points of view on critical topics like energy transition, climate resilience, positive impact, 
and sustainable finance. 

Learn more at https://www.spglobal.com/en

Fanda is a full-service company providing advanced reporting, ESG consulting, as well as com-
munications tools and technologies.

With an in-house team of 200+ experts and 24 years of experience, we provide full-service sup-
port in annual reporting, sustainability, and ESG strategies, and innovative communications 
tools and technologies.

Our services include:

• Annual and sustainability reporting, including Arabization
• Online Reporting (HTML) 
• Digital Reporting (XBRL)
• Databook
• Sustainability advisory and implementation
• Communication tools (websites, IR presentations design, video production)

Learn more at https://fanda.company/en/



ABOUT SPONSORS & PARTNERS

Earthood has rapidly emerged as a global leader in Carbon credits verification, ESG assurance, 
Energy audits, and sustainability consulting. With operations spanning across India, the UK, 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Brazil, and the UAE, Earthood is redefining how the world approaches 
climate change accountability. 

Approved by multiple Saudi government agencies, Earthood is looking to drive the Kingdom’s 
transition towards a low-carbon, energy-efficient future—aligned with Vision 2030 and ESG 
global expectations. Earthood is:

• One of the largest carbon verifiers globally accredited by UNFCCC. 
• Consecutively Best carbon verification awards for the last 2 years. 
• Conducted 4000+ carbon audits in 135+ countries
• Holds more than 10 accreditations, including VERRA, Gold standard, ANAB, and GCC.

Earthood’s Core Services:

• Energy Audits across buildings and industrial facilities
• Carbon Offsets audits – accredited validation and verification body (VVB)
• ESG Assurance & Reporting
• Net Zero Strategy & Consulting

Learn more at https://www.earthood.com/

(Logo)ECS: We provide end-to-end support — from initial handholding to building self-reliance 
— enabling our partners to effectively manage and scale their sustainability initiatives.

Our expertise spans four core domains:

Sustainability Reporting, Assurance & Ratings — guiding organizations to measure, disclose, and 
enhance their sustainability performance.

Climate Change Services — including carbon footprint accounting, climate strategy, and listing 
carbon projects.

Environmental Compliance Support — assisting with EPR obligations, industry certifications, 
NOCs, and regulatory licenses.

Urban Planning & Environmental Research — delivering actionable research, Detailed Project 
Reports (DPRs), and sustainable urban development solutions.

At ECS, we are committed to driving impactful change — enabling you to move beyond compli-
ance towards true sustainability leadership.

Learn more at https://ecs.biz/
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